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doorway are so wasted that perhaps you cannot make
out what they were meant to represent. This time-
eaten character of old masonry is so familiar that one
always looks for it in an old building,"and when it is
absent, one at once doubts whether the building can
really be old. Again, in a burying-ground you see the
tombstones more and more mouldered, the older they
are. But the decay is not confined to human erec-
tions. On the contrary, it goes on over the whole face
of the world. Examine all the old buildings and
pieces of sculpture within your reach. Look at the
cliffs and ravines, the crags and watercourses, in your
neighbourhood. At the base of each cliff you will
probably find the ground cumbered with blocks and
heaps of lesser fragments which have fallen from the
rocks above, and after a frosty winter you may even
find the fresh scar whence a new mass has been
detached to add to the pile of ruins below. In spite
of their apparent steadfastness, even the hardest stones
are really crumbling down. In short, wherever rocks
are exposed to the air, they are liable to decay.

3.  Every drop of rain which falls upon the land helps
to alter the surface.    It is by the constant operation of
the chemical action of rain, drop after drop, and shower
after shower, for years together, that the rocks become
so wasted and worn.

4.  In the first place, a little carbonic acid is abstracted
from the air by the rain water, and when this sinks
under the earth, it is enabled by means of the acid to
eat away some parts of the rocks beneath.    The same
action, takes place with the rain which rests upon or